
 

 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND ON P-PATCH COMMUNITY GARDENS 
 
Waitlist: 

 Varies according to the P-Patch.  In totality, it is around 2000. Some P-Patches have no waitlist 
and others have over 100 (waitlisters choose their location).   

 60% of gardens have a waitlist of two years or less.  

 66% of plots turn over in 5 years or less; over 30% have had a plot for less than one gardening 
season.  

 Since January of 2009, 32% of plots have turned over.   
 
New P-Patch Development: 

 Seven P-Patches opened in the past year (providing spaces for 100 families); another eight are 
in design or construction, most of which are funded through the Parks and Green Spaces Levy 
(DoN received $2 million for P-Patch development).   

 By 2013, we expect another seven or so new or expanded P-Patches, based on a combination of 
community efforts, levy funding and the Neighborhood Matching Fund.   

  
P-Patch gardeners profile: 

 55% are low-income 

 20% are people of color 

 48% are apartment dwellers 

 77% have no access to garden space 
 
P-Patch gardeners donated nearly19,000 hours in 2009.  This is equal to 9 FTEs and has an estimated 
value of $612,776 (based on $25/hr + benefits). 

 
Successes: 
P-Patch Community Gardening Program has operated as a strong partnership with community members, 
resulting in the following: 

 Reputation as one of the most successful municipal community gardening programs in the U.S. in 
the number of plots, sustainability and community engagement 

 Low operations and maintenance costs; gardeners do all the maintenance on the land, including 
those on City-owned properties 

 Reduction of public safety challenges in communities 

 Volunteer program that provides huge community benefits: 
o Food Bank gardening program donates more than 28,000 lbs. of produce annually 
o Community events in P-Patches open to all (music programs, BBQs) 
o Community –based programming (children’s programs, nutrition education programs) 

 Culturally-sensitive acculturation programming for refugees with limited literacy and English-
language skills 

 Strong partnerships with nonprofits that bring additional resources and volunteer hours 

 


